THIS is a crusading novel by a former U.S. Army engineer and is concerned with a problem perhaps not so important here as in the United States, but one which the reviewer has encountered once. Laid in a technical college in Pasadena in 1930, it is concerned with a description of what happens when a self-appointed minister counsels against medical attention for the daughter of one of his followers, practises faith-healing and the girl dies from appendicitis. The legal anomaly against which the author protests is that the parent who denies the child medical aid can be punished, yet the pastor who counsels that denial goes free.
'IHIS book is written for pupil midwives and midwives, and the author, as chairman of the Central
Midwives' Board and for many years as associate of the late Sir Comyns Berkeley, is the logical successor to carry on this popular handbook. Like most obstetric books for midwives, it errs in being too long and too detailed, and a valuable opportunity to prune the text and to bring into prominence the essentials of the subject has been lost.
I'he midwife has a very responsible part to play in any maternity service, and, accordingly, any line of treatment advocated must be essentially explicit and safe. In this respect the advice given to her when left to deal with severe antepartum haemorrhage, in the absence of medical aid, is, in the reviewer's opinion, dangerous.
Much of the text has been brought well up to date, but an obsolete method of treatment of eclampsia is still detailed, and the most modern lines of treatment are not mentioned.
Despite this, the book reads easily and is well illustrated, and should prove a valuable guide to the midwife. The rules of the Midwives' Board and the Code of Practice are well applied, and the section on the new-born infant by Dr. C. T. Potter has much to commend it.
There is a definite future for this handbook, but its reputation will be further enhanced if future editions are more positive and concise. 
